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History of Act 250




 January 19, 18700

. The Honorable Deane C.' Davis
Governor of Vermont . -
-ﬂWﬁhtpélier"vermont 05602

' =Dear Gave?na? Davlsz“

In aecordance wzth the prov;s;@ns cf Executlve Order
.Nm 7, oreating the Governor's Commissién on Envxronmental
Control, I tpanemit. herewith the commission Peport coverlng
"the peblﬁd from June 24, 1969 through January By 1978

R 5 Thls rePort 1ncludas oup reccmmendatlnns for - 1agls~
iation to be: enacted durlﬁg the . comlng session. .- .

The comnzssmon has had flfteen meetlngs smnce 1ts,

-establlahment, and numercut meetings for the committess to
deal with specific subjects., It will continue meeting . -

reégularly during the winter. : .

- I wish at this time to express ny appreciation to
My, Forrest . Orr, Vice Chailrman; the members of the
eommissions . and the Advisory Commitiee for thelr dedicated
efforts during this period. Many of the officers of State

Government have also contributed to the work. of the commission.

Deputy Attorney General John Hansen has been 1nva1uable in
his a8535tance with legal matters.

A final report will be submitted at the conclusxmn
of the commission's work.

Respectfully submitted,



The Legislature created the former Environmental
Board to administer Act 250

O é | ander to protect and conservethe lands and
the environment of the state and to insure that these
lands and environment are devoted to uses which are
hot detril mental. to the pu

An Act to Create an Environmental Board and District
Environmental Commissions, Pub.Act. No0..250, 81, 1969,
Vi.Laws (Ad).Sess.) 237 (eff. Apr. 4, 1970).



Vermont . . . has managed to keep intact more of the natural
beauty and open space that people love about it. A |ot of the
credit for that goes to a . . . state landuse law, known as Act
250.

Under Act 250, nine regional commissions review any.large-
scale development falling within their jurisdictions. Before a
development can proceed, it must win a permit from its
regional commission. The commissions, supporters say, have
done their best to balance economic growth with
environmental and aesthetic sensitivity and planning
practicality.

Jonathan Walters, Land-use Laws Are A Battleground, Chicago
Tribune, Nov. 15, 1992.



Natural Resources Board

NRB Members (4)
|

Alternate NRB Members (5)

Nine District Commissions
~. - Members appointed by Gov.
- Serve 21 4 years terms




O Environmental Districts

DISTRICT &5
Franklin # >rand
Izle Counties

Franklin

CISTRICT 3
roughly Mothern Windsor County
& most of Orange County

DISTRICT 1 Rutland

Futland County

DISTRICT &
Bennington
County

Bennington




ACT 250
JURISDICTION



Subdivisions of 10 lots or more, or 6 lots In
towns without permanent zoning and
subdivision regulations.




Commercial development on
>1 or >10 acre




Other Act 250
Jurisdictional
Triggers

Y4

Y4

Ya

Y4

3

3

State and municipal projects >10

acres disturbance
Housing projects with 10 or more

units (higher thresholds for Priority
Housing Projects in designated
centers)

Communication towers >50 feet in

height
Commercial, residential, or industrial

development above 2,500 feet

Material change to an Act 250

permitted project
Substantial changes to pre-existing

(pre-1970) projects



